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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to Applicant's AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 
REJECTION, filed March 8, 2007. The after-final amendment has been entered. 
Claims 1-5, 8-14, 16-20, 23-29, 31 and 35-39 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 1 5-1 9 of the after-final amendment, filed 
March 8, 2007, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-5, 8-14, 16-20. 23-29, 31 
and 35-39 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of a different interpretation of the previously 
cited references. An addition rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 101 is also set forth below. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine; manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements'of this title. 

4. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 39 recites a storage medium which stores a computer-readable program. 
The computer-readable program must be embodied on a computer readable medium to 
impart its functionality (MPEP § 2106.IV.B.1(a)). A computer readable medium is 
necessary for the product to be statutory because it allows the functionality of the 
program to be realized. Not all media necessarily impart functionality to a computer. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Publication 2002/0001 495 (Mochizuki). 

Regarding claim 37, Mochizuki discloses an information processing apparatus 
(see Figs. 1-5. host 10) comprising a holding unit adapted to hold print data (paragraphs 
0047-0048), an issuing unit adapted to issue reference information corresponding to the 
print data held by the holding unit, to a plurality of printing apparatuses (paragraphs 
0010, 0041, and 0045), a receiving unit adapted to receive an acquisition request of the 
print data, transmitted from any of the plurality of printing apparatuses based on the 
reference infomiation (paragraphs 0040-0041 ,0045, 0047-0048), a judging unit adapted 
to judge whether or not the acquisition request received by the receiving unit is the 
acquisition request first received in regard to the print data (paragraphs 0040-0041 , 
0045, 0047-0048), and a transmission control unit adapted to control to transmit the 
print data to the printing apparatus which transmitted the acquisition request in a case 
where it is judged by said judging unit that the received acquisition request is the first- 
received acquisition request (paragraphs 0010, 0041 , and 0045), and not to transmit the 
print data to the printing apparatus which transmitted the acquisition request in a case 
where it Is not judged by the judging unit that the received acquisition request is the 
first-received acquisition request and transmission of the print data to another printing 
apparatus has been completed (paragraphs 0010, 0041, and 0045). 
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Regarding claim 38. Mochizuki discloses an information processing method (see 
Figs. 1- 5, host 10) comprisinjg a holding step of holding print data (paragraphs 0047- 
0048), an issuing step of issuing reference infonmation corresponding to the print data 
held in the holding step, to a plurality of printing apparatuses (paragraphs 0010, 0041, 
and 0045), a receiving step of receiving an acquisition request of the print data, 
transmitted from any of the plurality of printing apparatuses based on the reference 
infonrnation (paragraphs 0040-0041,0045, 0047-0048), a judging step of judging 
whether or not the acquisition request received in the receiving step is the acquisition 
request first received in regard to the print data (paragraphs 0040-0041 ,0045, 0047- 
0048), and a transmission control step of transmitting the print data to the printing 
apparatus which transmitted the acquisition request in a case where it is judged in the 
judging step that the received acquisition request is the first-received acquisition request 
(paragraphs 0010, 0041 , and 0045), and not to transmit the print data to the printing 
apparatus which transmitted the acquisition request in a case where it is not judged in. 
the judging step that the received acquisition request is .the first-received acquisition 
request and transmission of the print data to another printing apparatus has been 
completed (paragraphs 0010, 0041, and 0045). 

Regarding claim 39, Mochizuki discloses a storage medium which stores a 
computer readable program (see Figs. 1-5, application unit 16 in host 10, paragraph 
0041 ) for executing an information processing method comprising a holding step of 
holding print data (paragraphs 0047-0048), an issuing step of issuing reference 
infomnation corresponding to the print data held in the holding step, to a plurality of 
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printing apparatuses (paragraphs 0010, 0041, and 0045), a receiving step of receiving 
an acquisition request of the print data, transmitted from any of the plurality of printing 
apparatuses based on the reference information (paragraphs 0040-0041, 0045, 0047- 
0048), a judging step of judging whether or not the acquisition request received in the 
receiving step is the acquisition request first received in regard to the print data 
(paragraphs 0040-0041,0045, 0047-0048), and a transmission control step of 
transmitting the print data to the printing apparatus which transmitted the acquisition 
request in a case where it is judged in the judging step that the received acquisition 
request is the first-received acquisition request (paragraphs 0010, 0041 , and 0045), and 
not to transmit the print data to the printing apparatus which transmitted the acquisition 
request in a case where it is not judged in the judging step that the received acquisition 
request is the first-received acquisition request and transmission of the print data to 
another printing apparatus has been completed (paragraphs 0010, 0041, and 0045). 

Regarding each of claims 37-39, It should be noted that while Mochizuki does not 
expressly disclose transmission of the print data to the printing apparatus "in a case 
where it is not judged by said judging unit that the received acquisition request is the 
first-received acquisition request and transmission of the print data to another printing 
apparatus failed," this case is recited as an alternative to transmission "in a case where 
it is judged by said judging unit that the received acquisition request is the first-received 
acquisition request" ("a transmission control unit adapted to transmit the print data to the 
printing apparatus which transmitted the acquisition request in a case where it is judged 
by said judging unit that the received acquisition request is the first-received acquisition 
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request or in a case wliere it is not judged by said judging unit that the received 
acquisition request is the first-received acquisition request and transmission of the print 
data to another printing apparatus failed" (emphasis added)). So long as either one of 
these cases is disclosed in Mochizuki, the limitation as a whole reads on Mochizuki. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-5, 8-14, 16-20, 23-29, 31 , 35 and 36 are allowed. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: In view of Applicant's remarks on pages 15-19 of the after-final amendment, it is 
agreed that the cited prior art references do not teach, either singly or in combination, "a 
second transmission unit adapted to not transmit the data to the second printing 
apparatus in response to the acquisition request transmitted from the second printing 
apparatus in a case where it is judged by said judgment unit that the transmission of the 
print data succeeded, and adapted to transmit the data to the second printing apparatus 
among the plurality of printing apparatuses in response to the acquisition request 
transmitted from the second printing apparatus in a case where it is not judged by said 
judgment unit that the transmission of the print data succeeded," as recited in base 
claim 1 , or "a second transmission step of not transmitting the data to the second 
printing apparatus in response to the acquisition request transmitted from the second 
printing apparatus in a case where it is judged in said judging step that the transmission 
of the print data succeeded, and transmitting the data to the second printing apparatus 
among the plurality of printing apparatuses in response to the acquisition request 
transmitted from the second printing apparatus in a case where it is not judged in said 
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judging step tliat the transmission of the print data succeeded," as recited in base 
claims 16 and 31. 

Conclusion 

9. In view of new grounds for rejection not necessitated by amendment, this Office 
action is non-final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-5:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571 ) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 
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